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Broseley Town Council  

Minutes 
of a Town Council  meeting 

held by Zoom video  
at 7 pm on Tuesday 8 December 2020 

 
Present:  

Chairman Cllr. Tarlochen Singh-Mohr, Cllr.  Michael Burton, Cllr. Caroline Bagnall,  Cllr. Roy 
Childs, Cllr. Linda Garbett, Cl lr. Michael Garbett, Cllr. Simon Harris, Cllr. Ann Maltby,  Cllr. 
Colette McCabe, Cllr. Phil ip Revell.  
 
In attendance:  

Sharon Clayton, Locum Town Clerk 
Approximately 11 members of the public  
 
446 Chairman’s Welcome   

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.  He took the opportunity to  thank former 
councillor Mark Garbett for his enthusiasm, energy and for the way in which  he got 
councillors working closer together .  He would be missed and he hoped there would be a 
future place for Mark on the Council .  
 
The Chairman informed that the Town Council had received a complaint which has been 
acknowledged but due to the nature of the complaint and GDPR it would be escalated to the 
Monitoring Officer.  
 
447 Apologies for absence 

There were no apologies as all Members were present.  
 
448 Disclosure of Pecuniary Interests 

Members were reminded that they are required to leave the room during the discussion and 
voting on matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest, whether or not  the 
interest is entered in the Register of Members’ Interests maintained by the Monitoring 
Officer.  
 
Shropshire Council lor Simon Harris declared interests as held by the Town Clerk for which he 
represents Shropshire Council  as follows:  

 Broseley Local Joint Committee  
 Health and Adult Social Care Scrutiny Committee  
 Housing Supervisory Board Committee  
 Place Plan and Overview Scrutiny Committee  
 Southern Planning Committee  
 STAR Housing Board Director and currently Chairman  
 West Midland Rail Executive Board Director (Deputy Chair)  
 Birchmeadow Management Committee  
 Ironbridge World Heritage Site Steering Group  
 Severn Gorge Countryside Trust  

Local Committees include:  
 Broseley Festival  
 Broseley Christmas Lights  
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Cllr. Simon Harris and Cllr. Tarlochen Singh-Mohr both declared a non-pecuniary interest as 
governors of William Brookes School.  
 
449 Dispensations 

None requested.  
 
450 Shropshire Council  

Cllr. David Turner was not present at the meeting and provided a written report in response 
to the last Town Council meeting at which it was agreed that Cllr. Turner should be asked to 
provide answers to why the Town Council’s responses to planning applica t ions had been 
ignored.  
 
Cllr. Turner explained that all Shropshire Council Members are provided with training on 
planning matters so that Committee Members can understand material planning 
considerations when deciding on planning applications.   Town and parish councils’  comments 
are not ignored and are always summarised in the planning officer’s recommendation 
documents.  Shropshire Council’s Planning Committee meetings are sometimes cancelled 
when there are insufficient agenda items and applications are c arried forward to the next 
meeting.  Applications referred to the Planning Committee are not determined by planning 
officers.  The planning officer consults with the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the planning 
committees as to which applications should be r eferred to the committee.  
 
Cllr. Simon Harris informed that he had put forward 3 sites for the installation of electric car 
charging points; one behind the public toilets on the car park at Dark Lane,  one at the library 
car park, and one the Foresters Arms car par with a view to it being used for overnight 
parking. This would fit into the Mayor’s ambitions to bring visitors into the town .   He hoped 
that funding would be secured so that this could go ahead.  
 
Cllr. Harris informed that funding was available f or road safety projects and this should be 
explored, especially for Cockshutt Lane. Grants were available from £10,000 to £200,000 
through the Road Safety Trust .  He said that Town Council officers would be exploring this.  
 
Cllr. Harris was asked which Town Council committee would be progressing funding for road 
safety and Members were informed that the Locum Town Clerk had all of the information and 
would progress it through the appropriate committee.  
 
Cllr. Harris was asked if the Birchmeadow Centre car park could also be included for an 
electric charging point and Cllr. Harris said he would try to have it included.  
 
NOTED.  
 
451 Police Report  

The Broseley and Much Wenlock Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) had provided a written 
report which included the following information for the period 30 October to 30 November 
2020: 

o There had been no reports to the police concerning breaches of the Coronavirus 
Regulations.  

o SNT officers had spoken to a number of people gath ering around the streets who were 
not exercising and not making an essential journey.  They were suitably advised about 
current restrictions.  

o There had been an incident when a school bus was not b ig enough to convey the 
number of pupils on it and this had been dealt with by a partner agency and the 
school.  

o ASB had continued to reduce, likely to be linked to the lockdown measures.  SNT 
officers had patrolled the areas where there ha d previously been reports of such 
behaviour.  Youths were reported to have been seen leaving the grounds of Dark Lane 
Primary School by cl imbing the perimeter fence and the SNT team ha d included that 
area in patrols around the town.  
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o SNT officers were working with partner agencies to safeguard a number of youths 
from the town identi fied as vulnerable to exploitation , to which support is given by 
the SNT and partner agencies to a number of victims of domestic abuse.  

o SNT officers had attended William Brookes School regularly as knife crime and the 
inappropriate use of mobile devices ha d been of concern.  SNT officers were working 
closely with the safeguarding team from the school around these issues.  

o Plans had been made to trial a monthly drop -in session at Will iam Brookes School in 
the New Year, in accordance with the Coronavirus Regulations.  

o There had been an incident of criminal damage and two arrests were made with 
investigations continuing.  

o There had been a number of reports where outbuildings had been broken into.  A 
garage was broken into and a number of high value items stol en. Investigations were 
continuing and a suspect had been identified.  

o There had been three reports of farms being targeted and quad bikes stolen.  One of 
these was recovered and fitted with a tracker device by the owner.  The SNT works 
closely with the Business & Rural Crime Officer for Shropshire to offer reassurance 
and practical crime prevention advice to the community.  

o Information had been passed to the police by a resident via the Town Council  
regarding the use of cannabis at a location in the town. The SNT would conduct 
further patrols in the area in an effort to identify those involved and take appropriate 
action.  

o Due to the lockdown, the opportunities for engagement were dramatically curtailed 
but, since it  had been lifted, plans were in place for the SNT to engage in the town in 
accordance with Coronavirus Regulations.  

NOTED.  
 
452 Public Participation  

a) One member of the public  asked the Council to back her request to support Shropshire 
Council  in its request to Shrop shire County Pension Fund to divest from fossil fuels.   She 
asked the Town Council  to support the divestment motions put forward by Shropshire 
Council  in July 2020 thus:  

 
Shropshire Council resolves to ask the pensions committee to follow best practice by  –  

1.  Adding a statement to their  strategy that climate change constitutes financial 
risks to the fund;  

2.  Setting a 3-year timescale for the reinvestment of funds currently invested in 
fossil fuel dependent assets; 

3.  Developing an investment strategy consistent with sustainable development go als 
and developing a local sustainable economy.  

 
The Chairman replied by informing that  the Council would be discussing investment in fossil 
fuels later in the meeting.  
 
453 Minutes 

a) The minutes from a Town Council meeting held on 10 November 2020 were considered for 
approval.   However, the accuracy of minute 422 was disputed and it was therefore 
PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that the minutes be deferred for consideration at  
the next Town Council  meeting.  

 
b) The minutes from an Extraordinary Town Council  meeting held on 25 November 2020 

were considered for approval.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that the minutes be APPROVED and ADOPTED as 
a true record.  
 
c) The minutes from a Planning Committee meeting held on 22 October 2020 were NOTED  

and ADOPTED .  
 
d) The minutes from a Chair’s meeting held on 1 December 2020 were NOTED .  
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454 Town Clerk’s Report  

Members received a written report from the Locum Town Clerk on action taken in relation to 
decisions made at the last Town Council  meeting.  
NOTED. 
 
The Locum Town Clerk also gave the following verbal update:  
 
a) Whilst there is no statutory requirement  that council lors should receive written report s 

with agendas it is good practice to do so.  This allows councillors to have sufficient 
information so that they are fully aware of what they are being asked to make a decision 
about, the cost implications if any, and the benefit to the community.  Reports  are meant 
to save t ime at meetings and also provide transparency so that members of the public can 
understand the background behind the reasons why councillors are being asked to make a 
decision. To assist with this, some councillors had used the Locum Town Clerk ’s agenda 
template. This template makes provision for council lors to provide details of what they 
would like to be discussed, the reason why, the outcome they wish to achieve, and the 
benefit to the community ; the latter because the Council exists to serve the community. 
Once received the Locum Town Clerk  decides how the request should be worded on the 
agenda and whether the Council has the legal power to act ,  and also adds any comments 
or recommendations.  This information is published with the agenda, unless the 
information is confidential. Any decision that the Council considers which includes 
spending public money should be accompanied with sufficient financial information that 
provides the cost of the proposal, and from which budget heading.  Where there is no 
budget heading the Council should consider whether the expenditure should be met from 
reserves.  The RFO would assist with financial  information.  
 
Following the resignation of Cllr. Mark Garbett the Council had a casual vacancy which 
had been advertised in accordance with legislation  and the notice period would end on 23 
December 2020.  However, because this vacancy had occurred within 6 months of next 
years’ local elections the Town Council  had no obligation to fil l the vacancy.   A decision 
concerning this would be included on the agenda for the January  Town Council  meeting at 
which the Council would decide whether it want ed to co-opt someone to fill  the vacancy 
or whether to continue with its pr esent membership until  their term of office end ed in 
May 2021.  

NOTED.  
 
b) Members NOTED  that the Assistant Clerk /RFO, Vanessa Voysey had successfully passed 

the CiLCA qualif ication within a 6 -month timeframe and was no w a qualif ied Clerk.  It was 
further NOTED  that the Office Administrator , Jenna Munday had completed the ILCA 
training course within a 6 -month timeframe and had already embarked on the CiLCA 
qualification.  

 
Cllr. Phil Revell ,  Chairman of the Staffing Committee said that Vanessa should be 
congratulated for achieving her qualif ication in spite of other work commitments in addition 
to her role with the Town Council  as she was also part-time Clerk to other parish councils.  
Cllr. Revell also said that Jenna should be congratulated on her achievement especially as she 
was completely new to local government and had done well in her achievement.  
 
It was AGREED  that these achievements should be published on the Town Council’s website.  
 
455 Financial Matters  

a) Members considered for approval income and expenditure to date. 
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that income of £28091 and expenditure of 
£207,367 (net) for October 2020 be APPROVED. 
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b) Members considered for approval bank reconciliations for October 2020.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED that bank reconciliations for 
October 2020 be APPROVED.  
 
c) Members considered for approval payments to date 2020. 
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that , due to insufficient information,  the 
approvement of payments be deferred to the next meeting.  
 
d) Members considered for retrospective approval £320 for the cost of repairs to the 

groundsmen’s equipment.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED that the payment of £320 be 
APPROVED.  
 
In accordance with Standing Order number 1(a) t he Chairman changed the order of business 
so that agenda items 10e and 10f could be considered alongside agenda item 11, divesting 
from fossil  fuels.  
 
456 Divesting from Fossil Fuels  

Members considered the following:  
 Whether the Town Council should invest its money in banks that invest in fossil  fuels;  
 Whether the Town Council should invest some of its funds in the Public Sector Deposit 

Fund; and 
 Following a question from a member of the public  during the public session , that the 

Council supports Shropshire Council’s request to Shropshire County Pension Fund to  
divest from fossil fuels .  

 
Members were informed that a Zoom meeting with CCLA had been facil itated to discuss the 
benefits of investing funds with the Public Sector Deposit Fund which was attended by  the 
Locum Town Clerk, the RFO, and Cllrs. Ann Maltby, Phil Revell  and Caroline Bagnall .  
 
Cllr. Phil Revell  had prepared a report  which demonstrated that the performance of the two 
major fossil fuel  companies in the UK tends to follow the FTSE 100 index. Fossil fuels 
encompass a whole variety of companies from profitable to non -profitable and much of 
pension fund investments are in fossil fuel companies which, until this year, had  paid solid 
and reliable dividends which were attractive to fund managers in their investment policies.  
Encouraging companies to move to green solutions is an excellent idea but disinvestment 
from these companies now would have an adverse effect on pension schemes and pensioners 
depend on this income for their retirement.  Due to the fall in shares a significant loss would 
result  if shares in fossi l fuels were sold now and the effects of the COVID -19 pandemic would 
last for several years.  
 
Cllr. Phil Revell  put forward the following proposal :  
 
“That the Town Council commits itself to reducing its carbon footprint and promoting policies 
that wil l enable a more sustainable future. We urge others to do likewise.  Specifically , we 
urge the Shropshire County Pension Fund management to consider their investment strategy 
over the medium term with the aim of investing in funds and companies that will deliver a 
more sustainable future” .  
 
This proposal was not supported. Instead: it was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that a 
decision about investments should be deferred until July 2021 so that the newly elected 
council could understand the implications and  make a decision.  
 
It was further AGREED that climate change should be considered by the Council at the next 
meeting for which a report would be provided by Cllr. Phil Revell .  
 
457 Town Talk  

Members considered for approval the December 2020 edition of Town Talk.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGR EED that:  
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a)  The December 2020 edition of Town Talk  be APPROVED. 
b) The Town Council ’s website address should be placed at the top of the newsletter so 

that, as a new website address,  it would be more obvious.  
 
458 GDPR 

Members considered for approval that the Locum Town Clerk be granted delegated authority 
to develop all  the policy documents required to comply with GDPR and report to the Town 
Council  once completed.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED that the Locum Town Clerk be 
granted delegated authority to develop GDPR policies as necessary and report to the Town 
Council once complete.  
 
459 Committee Structure   

Members considered for approval the restructuring of the Town Council ’s delegation.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that each committee should be asked to consider 
and debate the revised terms of reference and feedback their views for consideration at the 
March 2021 Town Council meeting.  
 
460 Facebook 

Members considered for approval  that the Town Council establishes a Town Council  Facebook 
page to act as a notice board for Council activities and consultation although it would not be 
used for debate.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that  a Town Council  Facebook page be 
established.  
 
461 Defibrillator  

Members considered for approval a request from the CFR Group to assist with the installation 
of an additional defibril lator in Broseley.  The Tileries was not presently covered.  The First 
Responders would pay for the defibril lator and a fter care but a site needed to be found.   
However, an electricity source was required to power the defibri llator and permission sought 
from the property owner. The CFR Group sought assistance from the Town Council to help 
come to an agreement with anyone who was wil ling to allow the installation and use of 
electricity.   It was possible that the power source could be from a streetlamp. 
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED to delegate to officers the task of determining 
ownership of the land where the defibrillator could be sited (within the area of the Tileries) 
and whether permission would be granted for installation, including access to a power 
connection.  
 
462 Place Plan 

At an extraordinary Town Council meeting held on 13 October 2020 it was agreed  to support,  
in principle ,  projects included in an updated Place Plan recommended by the PPR Working 
Group. The updated Place Plan include s the parish of Barrow who had been consulted and 
Barrow Parish Council and sent their comments.  
NOTED. 
 
463 Electronic Communications 
Members considered for approval the purchase of tablets to enable all Council lors to  engage 
in Council business by  receiving agendas and supporting documents electronically and to 
receive and respond to emails .  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that  3 tablets should be purchased for use by 
Town Councillors who requested one. 
 
464 Christmas Gifts  

a) Members considered for approval a proposal by Cllr. Colette McCabe that the Town 
Council should give Christmas gifts f or children.   
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A counter proposal was put forward by Cllr. Phil Revell to invite groups in the town e.g.,  
Friendly Bus, Food Bank  and Lady Forester to apply to the Town Council for a grant up to a 
maximum of £500 to help support their work  in assist ing the elderly and families in need over 
the winter.  Grants applications should be received in sufficient t ime to be considered at the  
January 2021 Town Council meeting. 
 
Cllr. Colette McCabe put forward a n amendment to the proposal that the schools’ PTA  should 
be included so that the children could receive something . This proposal was seconded but did 
not receive sufficient votes to be approved.  
 
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that the Friendly Bus, the Food Bank and the 
Lady Forester Care Home should be invited to apply for a grant up to a maximum of £500 to 
help support their work  in assisting the elderly and families in need over the winter .  Grant 
requests should be received in sufficient time to be considered at the January 2021 Town 
Council meeting. 
 
At this point in the meeting,  it was  PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED to 
suspend Standing Order number 3(x) to enable the meeting to exceed more than 2 hours.  
 
465 Bridgnorth Road 

Members considered for approval that the Town Council  should support £75,000 being 
funded from Shropshire Council ’s Highways budget and £13,500 funded by S TAR Housing to 
complete the project to improve/re -model the roundabout off Bridgnorth Road.  

At the last Town Council meeting the Council had written to Sh ropshire Council to inform that 
the Town Council supported the project but did not approve using Broseley’s Neighbourhood 
Funds and would not approve anyone other than the Town Council allocating those funds.  
 
As a response to this had already been  considered and approved at the last meeting  it was 
PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED not to discuss it  further.  
 
466 Bench Ends 

a) In accordance with LGA 1972, s139 Members considered for approval the acceptance of a 
donation to the Town Council of 12 memorial bench ends made at the Coalbrookdale 
Foundry.  

It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED to accept the gift of the bench ends.  
 
b) Members considered for approval granting delegated authority to the Estates Committee 

to facilitate the bench ends being made i nto seats and to be placed at strategic locations 
in Broseley.  

It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that the Estates Committee should facilitate the 
bench ends being made into seats.  
 
c) Members considered for approval that a plaque be placed on one of the benches with the 

words “In memory of Geoffrey, Joyce and Gail Hickman” as requested by the donor  of the 
bench ends. 

It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and unanimously AGREED that a plaque should be placed on 
one of the benches with the words as requested by the donor . 
 
It was  further  AGREED that Mark Garbett be thanked for his assistance in acquiring the bench 
ends.  
 
467 Tree Planting 

a) Members considered for approval a time and date for the Mayor to plant the 
commemorative tree on the Memorial Green in recognition of those who had helped to 
support each other during the coronavirus pandemic.  

It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that the tree planting should take place on 18 
December 2020.  
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b) Members considered for approval who should join the Mayor at the tree planting 
ceremony in order to comply with COVID -19 regulations.  

It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED that, along with the Mayor, Julia Sockett, Joan 
Banks and Cllr . Caroline Bagnall  should be present at the tree planting.  
 
468 Neighbourhood Development Plan  

Cllr. Phil Revell informed Members that  Shropshire Council had raised some technical 
concerns with Broseley’s Neighbourhood Devel opment Plan and the Council’s consultant had 
responded and made representations on behalf of the Town Council .  
NOTED.  
  
469 Correspondence  

The following correspondence was NOTED:  
a) SALC information bulletin and NALC information  –  emailed to Members.  
b) Information concerning COVID -19 –  emailed to Members.  
 
470 Consultation 

a) William Brookes Academy Trust .  
 
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED to defer a decision until a consultation document 
had been received from the School.  
 
b) Cultural Strategy for Shropshire Council .  
 
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED not to respond.  
 
471 Agenda Items for the Next Meeting  

The following was requested:  
 Shop fronts (Cllr. Caroline Bagnall)  
 Precept 
 Town Talk to include a thank you to NOW  Electricals.  

 
472 Date of Next Meeting 

It was NOTED  that the next Town Council meeting would take place on Tuesday  12 January 
2021.  
 
 

Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960  

Pursuant to Section 1(2) of the above Act it was PROPOSED, SECONDED  and RESOLVED  that 
due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the public and press should 
not be present.  
 
473 Van 

Members considered for approval a procedure for the sale of the old works van.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and AGREED to delegate the sale of the vehicle to officers to 
sell the vehicle online and accept the highest officer.  
 
474 Staffing Matters  

a) Members considered for approval the Locum Town Clerk’s t imesheet for November 2020.  
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and  unanimously AGREED that the Locum Town Clerk’s 
timesheet for November 2020 be APPROVED.  
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b) Members received an update concerning Dr Kate Howe v Broseley Town Counci l .  The 
Claimant had asked that the balance of the training costs awarded by the Tribunal Judge 
should be paid directly to the Claimant so that she could pay them herself rather than the 
Town Council . However,  due to the Court Order ordering the Council to pay the net sum 
of £1,500 ,  and following advice from the Council’s solicitor,  the balance of training costs 
not already paid had been paid to the claimant.  

NOTED. 
 
It was further AGREED  to seek clarification as to  whether the Council ’s legal costs would be 
covered by the Council’s insurance.  
 
The meeting closed at 21:58.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed:        Date: 
 
Chairman 
 
 


